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not be condemned for resistance; and on the other hand
the officials concerned run no risk of punishment for
illegal acts committed in obedience to orders, because
the government can easily manage to prevent their
being brought to trial, and can pardon them if con-
victed. In Prance, therefore, there is one law for the
citizen and another for the public official, and thus
the executive is really independent of the judiciary,
for the government has always a free hand, and can
violate the law if it wants to do so without having any-
thing to fear from the ordinary courts. Nor is the
danger of interference on the part of the administrative
tribunals as great as it would be in the case of the
ordinary judges, because the former can be controlled
absolutely in case of necessity; and, in fact, they are
so much a part of the administration itself that they
fall into the province of the Interior and not that of
Justice.1 The independence of the ordinary judges is
secured by a provision which prevents their removal or
transfer to another court, without the approval of the
Court of Cassation, the final court of error.2 But the

1  It would be absurd to suppose that the government always extorts
a favorable judgment.    This was clearly shown about a year ago in a
famous case, which illustrates at the same time the degree of respect
entertained for the decisions of the administrative courts.    The Minister
of the Interior and the railroads disagreed about the interpretation of a
statute relating to the state guarantee of interest on the securities of the
roads.   The matter was brought before the Council of State,  which
decided in favor of the railroad.    Thereupon the Minister of the Interior
resigned, but the rest of the cabinet felt bound to abide by the decision.
A discussion was, however, raised in the Chamber of Deputies, which in
effect censured the ministers for submitting the matter to the Council of
State, and thereby caused the cabinet to resign.

2  This provision was suspended by statute for three months in 1883,